
“Music is the exaltation of the mind derived from 
things eternal, bursting forth in sound.”
~ St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica

Introduction
The trembling baroque vibrato of strings, the challenging vocal runs, the stirring 
scriptural text that begs a physical response, since it’s premier performance in 
1742, George Frederic Handel’s most popular oratorio, Messiah, has captivated 
audiences and long been synonymous with Christmas. However, with its 
prophetical text that spans the old testament foretelling of Jesus’ birth and 
passion through His second coming and reign in heaven, it is the perfect 
accompaniment to the season of Advent’s atmosphere and purpose of 
preparation. During Advent, not only are we called to prepare Christ room in the 
inn of our heart for his first coming, but also look forward to and ready our souls 
for the culmination of His life and sacrifice at His second. 

My formal introduction to G. F. Handel occurred in college where as a music 
major I had the privilege of singing many of his pieces, including those from 
Messiah. Since then, Handel’s Messiah, has been an annual companion to my 
home’s holiday season soundtrack of classical works and Advent hymns. In the 
beginning, as a newly-wed and young mother, our family would listen to a 
portion of Messiah daily without any thought to structure or schedule. We simply 
played the whole work straight through during the activities of the day. This 
tradition continued and as our sons grew and we began to play a little bit of the 
work each day as well as the specific movements our four sons requested or that 
struck my fancy at the time. Through the years, with simple practice of free 
listening, they have gradually learned more and more of Messiah and its 
Scriptural texts.  

In 2016, I was inspired to be more intentional with the way we enjoyed Messiah 
each year and purposed to equip other families to do the same. I wanted a way for 
our families to slowly steeped ourselves in each individual movement of Handel’s 
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22 Day Advent Calendar 
(2017, 2023, 2028)

WEEK 1 
DAY 1: 
 • Part 1 Sinfonia  – Overture : Music Appreciation Lesson 
  
DAY 2: 
 • Part 1 “Comfort Ye My People” – Accompanied recitative for Tenor 
 • Part 1 “Every Valley Shall Be Exalted”  – Air for Tenor 
 • Part 1 “And The Glory Of The Lord”  – Chorus 
  
DAY 3: 
 • Part 1 “Thus Saith The Lord”   – Accompanied recitative for Bass 
 • Part 1 “But Who May Abide The Day Of His Coming?”  – Air for Bass (Alto in this      
  recording) 
 • Part 1 “And He Shall Purify”  – Chorus 
  
DAY 4: 
 • Part 1 “Behold! A Virgin Shall Conceive”  – Recitative for Alto 
 • Part 1 “O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings To Zion”  – Air for Alto and Chorus 
  
DAY 5: 
 • Part 1 “For Behold, Darkness Shall Cover The Earth”  – Accompanied recitative for  
  Bass 
 • Part 1 “The People That Walked In Darkness”   – Air for Bass 
 • Part 1 “For Unto Us A Child Is Born”  – Chorus 

DAY 6: 
 • Part 1 Pifa – Pastoral Symphony 
 • Part 1 Angel Recitatives for Soprano  : Music Appreciation Lesson 
 1. “There Were Shepherds Abiding In The Field” 
 2. “And Lo! The Angel Of The Lord Came Upon Them” -Accompanied 
 3. “And The Angel Said Unto Them” 
 4. “And Suddenly There Was With The Angel” – Accompanied 
 • Part 1 “Glory To God” – Chorus 
  
DAY 7: 
 • Part 1 “Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter Of Zion”  – Air for Soprano 
 • Part 1 “Then shall the Eyes of the Blind Be Opened” – Recitative for Alto 
 • Part 1 “He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd”  – Air for Alto and Soprano   
  (Soprano only in this recording) 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bE99PW0McQE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HPPyIMdV2c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cam8iqkUezE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-atTCxbSb4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoH-MtiKR2U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYcJX-6cQbo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jI5NskgReWQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHNTeX0eOIk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHNTeX0eOIk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQPYTropUwE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofH--9EuCIc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGkArjxyVbM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpqmgdISWzM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKDyPFNOCn0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKDyPFNOCn0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPUBM9THqT4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SEXqwf130Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SEXqwf130Q
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  What do you hear?
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“Comfort Ye My People” 

Isaiah 40:1-3 KJV
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: (for she hath received of 
the Lord‘s hand double for all her sins.) The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

Isaiah 40:1-3 Douay–Rheims
Be comforted, be comforted, my people, saith your God. Speak ye to the 
heart of Jerusalem, and call to her: for her evil is come to an end, her 
iniquity is forgiven: she hath received of the hand of the Lord double 
for all her sins. The voice of one crying in the desert: Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make straight in the wilderness the paths of our God. 

Sung Text:

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
saith your God, saith your God; speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 
speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare, 
her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardon’d, that her 
iniquity is pardon’d. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. 
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